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SEPTIC SYSTEM FAQS
Septic systems are common in the United States. In fact, according to  
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, about one in five homes have a 
septic system to treat wastewater.   The fact is that septic systems are safe 
and reliable components of new home construction that treat sewage and 
greywater from your home before it is released back into nature. 

At HHHunt, we believe it’s how you live that matters and providing  
prospective homeowners with the resources they need to make an  
informed decision during the purchase process is at the heart of who  
we are as a home builder. Several of our new home communities in the  
Raleigh, North Carolina area use septic systems so we wanted to take 
this opportunity to answer some of your frequently asked questions. 
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What is a Septic System?
Septic systems are underground wastewater treatment systems.  
They are commonly used in new home communities where there  
is no access to a municipal sewer system. 

What Does a Septic System Consist of?
There are two main components to a septic system, a septic tank  
and a drainfield. The septic tank is buried deep underground and breaks 
down organic matter and separates floatable matter and solids from  
the wastewater. The drainfield is an area where treated water from  
the septic tank is slowly released back into the soil.

What Happens When Water is Released into the Soil? 
Nature is amazing and that is especially true when it comes to septic 
system drainfields. As water is released into the soil, harmful bacteria  
are removed naturally. It then safely replenishes the groundwater.

Are Septic Systems Safe?
They are very safe if maintained properly. In fact, septic systems  
are often safer and more environmentally friendly than municipal  
wastewater treatment systems because they use less carbon and  
add nutrients into the soil. 

How Often Do I Need to Clean My Septic System?
To keep things running smoothly, you should have your septic system 
cleaned every 2-3 years based on your water consumption. 

How Long Do Septic Systems Last? 
If properly maintained, a septic system can last up to 30 years. 

How Common are Septic Systems in North Carolina?
About 48 percent of homes in North Carolina use a septic system.

QUESTIONS? If you have any additional questions, please  
contact your New Home Advisor. 
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